BILL NO. G-15-07-01 7
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. G- /[-15

GENERAL ORDINANCE AMENDING §91.036 OF
CHAPTER 91 ANIMAL CONTROL, OF THE CITY OF
FORT WAYNE CODE OF ORDINANCES.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF FORT
WAYNE, INDIANA, CODE OF ORDINANCES:

SECTION 1. That §91.036 of Chapter 91: ANIMAL CONTROL, of the

City of Fort Wayne, Indiana Code of Ordinances is hereby amended as foliows

1.1§91.036 WILD OR EXOTIC ANIMALS.

Ownership, possession, or maintenance of a wild animal indigenous to the state
of Indiana is prohibited. No other wild or exotic animal shall be owned,
possessed, or maintained within the city without all required federal and state

permits.

SECTION 2. That §91.036 of Chapter 91 of the Fort Wayne Municipal Code

shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and any and all necessary

/f/&L

Council Member

approval by the Mayor.

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY

(L=—

Carol Helton, City Attorney
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CITY OF FORTAXNE

Animal Care & Control

July 7, 2015

To: Members of Common Council

From: Belinda Lewis, Director
Animal Care and Control

Subject: City Ordinance Wildlife Possession Amendment

The DNR recently identified an inability to regulate wildlife in Indiana due to court action removing their
authority to do so. While we currently prohibit dangerous exotic wildlife by ordinance, our local
indigenous wildlife are not specifically addressed in the ordinance as they were previously covered by
the DNR regulatory system. Those animals {raccoons, foxes, skunks, coyotes, deer, squirrels, rabbits,
etc.) have historically presented a much more frequent public health, safety, or animal welfare issue due
to their volume and availability in our area.

This amendment provides the city the necessary tools to intervene when animals have been
inappropriately removed from the wild and are being held in captivity. The need to attend to this
quickly is the unanticipated regulatory “no man’s fand” that was created for wildlife in our state with
this ruling. Our most common safety risk in Fort Wayne involves human bite exposures of rabies carrier
wild animals that require testing.

The DNR will continue to issue permits to trained Wildlife Rehabilitators and Nuisance Wildlife Control
Operators so those resources will remain available to our agency as well as private citizens who need
their assistance.

Thank you for your consideration,
Belinda Lewis
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Public Hearing Date, if applicable

Read the first time in full and on motion by Councilman AA et 2 F,M_,_g/-
Read the second time by title and referred to the K,e.qu‘dr nd
Committee. Read the third time in full and on motion by Coumcnlman

Mot o Besloe— , placed on passage by the following vote:
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PADDOCK e
SHOAFF L~
SMITH

DATED: T-14- 1S focﬂ,/ 457 &MA’M

SANDRA E. KENNEDY, CITY CLERK 7

Passed and adopted by the Common Council of the City of Fort Wayne, Indiana, as

| (ANNEXATION) (APPROPRIATION) (GENERAL) (SPECGHAL)+(ZONING) ORDINANCE

(RESOLUTION}NO. G = {1-15 onthe {44  dayof
TSty . 2015
Z / 27 s ATTEST M V4
SANDRA E. KENNEDY, PREGDING OFFICER '
CITY CLERK ‘

Presented by me to the Mayor of the City of Fort Wayne, Indiana, on the 1S< day

of Y Y , 2015, at the hour of j(te0  O’clock M4 . .E.S.T.

Aov. Lt

SANDRA E. KENNEDY, CITY CLERK

Approved and signed by me this 0? [ S"{-‘ day of 3 wd

2015, at the hour of < 2a Oclock 2 /lim

THOMAS C. HENRY, MAYOR



200E.Berry St. ¢ Suite360 <+ Fort Wayne, IN 46802

July 9, 2015
To: Members of Common Council

From: Deborah A. McMahan, MD Mindy Waldron, REHS, CFSP
Health Commissioners Department Administrator

Nl G et fe g %@w |

Subject: Private Possession of Wildlife; Public Health Implications

We appreciate Council’s quick and timely action to address the recent notification across our state that
private possession of wild animals would no longer be regulajted by the Department of Natural
Resources. Within the City of Fort Wayne, the Department of Animal Care and Control acts as our agent
to process all animal bites to humans, including those caused by wildlife, and then we complete our
statutory requirements with regard to counseling on needed rabies prophylaxis. The frequency of bites
to humans by wild animals has decreased markedly over the years. The only notable change over that
timeframe has been aggressive regulation of the private possession of these animals.

There are multiple species of wild animals that are considered high risk rabies carriers that live naturally
in our community. When left alone, these animals pose no threat. When cornered, frightened, or
caged, their likelihood of biting is greatly enhanced. There are only two options when a bite occurs. The
animal must be sacrificed and tested for rabies to ensure the health of the victim. If the animal is not
available, the victim will be advised to complete a full post exposure rabies vaccine series. Either
approach is treated as an emergency by all agencies involved as successful treatment for the victim is
time dependent. There is only one lab available in the state for animal testing, post exposure vaccine is
administered in an emergency room environment over a month’s time, and the vaccine itself is
extremely expensive and often in short supply.

The public health and overall expense implications of reintroducing wildlife to private possession are
very concerning. Additional zoonotic diseases create risk as well for our Department and our
community as a whole. It is our hope the state will respond to this inadvertent situation quickly with
legislation that will provide guidance and enforcement ability. In the interim, we would like to support
the direction taken by the city to instill ordinance amendments allowing for local control of the
possession of these animals. ‘

We very much appreciate your prompt attention and consideration on this very important public health
matter.

Phone: (260) 449-7561 ¢ Fax: (260) 4?7‘—1391 + www.allencountvhealth.com
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Call Vote required. .
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General Ordinance amending 91.036 of Chapter 91 Animal Control, of the City of
Fort Wayne Code of Ordinance Two third Votes of Council Elect (6 Votes)
needed for Passage. Roll Call Vote required.

COMMITTEE OF FINANCE HAVE HAD SAID OR;DIENANCE under
Consideration and beg leave to report back to the Common Council that said ordinance
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“Suspension of Rules” (7 votes needed and roll call)
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